Welcome to herald-dispatch.com
Herald-Dispatch.com Weather Calendar

herald-dispatch , ComD....

rchive Search (1099 -]
STORY SEARCH

&) 7 Days

) Archive

*utnam County news
Jhio news

Wation, World
_omimunities.
Jbituaries

Marshall University
*hoto Galleries
fideo

Jatabase Library
Neather

3ngs

-Orums

=ubmit ¥Your Media

B
High School Sports
Marshall Sports

[ri-State Farmiby
“elebrations

Jelvery Service [ssues
[emporary Stop
coount Information
ienew Subscription
Giwe-3-Gift

ayment History
ncrease Frequency of
Jelvery

Ll
iwer Cities Printing
*utnam Herald

FTIMRSS Feeds
[ITY site W/
T EELetters

TOP JOBS

Herald-Dispatch.com

FOWERED EY

careerbuilder’

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAMN
Cabell Huntington
Hospital, a 300-bed

SERVICE WRITER Local
domestic autom otive
dealership has

WE'RE GROWING AND
WE NEED QUALITY
PEOPLE TO GROW
WITH

Al Top Jobs
About Top Jobs

Ford Fusion
 Tord

LIFE | Thursday, August, 23, 2007

EkE=-+Headlines by E-mail

Customer Service: Subscribe Mow | Pay Bill | Place an Ad | Contact Us | Make Us Your Homepage
Jobs Cars Real Estate Apartments Shopping Classifieds Dating

_Good looks go a long way.
© Upto31 highway mpg.

"EPA wshimeated 23 citp'30 fwy
(1-% sngingl,

| LEARN MORE ©

<=7 E-mail this article =k Print this article

Ridgeway to demonstrate his CreateAskate program

By Dave Lavender
The Herald-Dispatch

HUNTINGTOM — The skateboard scene in

Huntington just got about 30 degrees cooler. STORYCHAT QZQ

Join our conversation.
Click here to add your
view to this story

Fresh from his West Coast home base, Huntington
native Bryan Ridgeway, long-time associate and

friend of skateboarding legend Tony Hawk, is sharing

his latest skateboarding project with the community today at the Fairfield East
Community Center, 2711 8th. Ave.

Ridgeway, who's been involved with every aspect
of skateboarding for more than 30 years, is doing
a free CreateAskate workshop from 4 to 6 p.m. at
the center, which is home to a soon-to-be-built
skatepark.

ADVERTISEMENT

During the workshop, Ridgeway will demonstrate
the program that will be taken around the country
to high schools giving junior high and high school
kids a chance to create their own personal
skateboard deck using an intemet-based
curriculum provided through the CreateAskate.org

program.

The non-profit CreateAskate program has been
developed as a hands-on experience to
demonstrate how a skateboard has applications
for mathematics, science, language skills, and
design and engineering opportunities, all wrapped
into a cooperative leaming experience.
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Ridgeway, managing director for CreateAskate,
said the program was designed by his buddy Paul
Schmitt, who is considered by many within the
billion-dollar skateboard industry to be the
"Godfather" of modern-day skateboard deck
manufacturing.
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In 2005, his companies reached the milestone of
producing its

10 millionth skateboard. His companies still make
more than 4,000 skateboards a day; 200 per hour;
nearly three per minute.

Ridgeway, who left in the early 1980s to go skate
in California, said he's stoked to bring the cool
project here to Huntington, and to hopefully light a
spark of interest with some of the area youth for
skateboarding, for leaming and for enjoying life.

adults.
"l want to show these kids what can happen — that
anything can happen,” said Ridgeway, who skates

(606) 928-6648
and is friends with a wide circle of well-known

folks including actor Jason Lee from the hit NBC-TV comedy "My Name is Earl."

Ridgeway said in the shortened workshop he will go ahead and do some of the
work ahead of time to give the kids a taste of the program.

Mormally, the program could occupy five to 10 days of classroom time when
presented for 40-80 minutes each day. The entire curriculum is easily adapted to
a teacher's individual schedule and ability (No, teachers do not need to be
accomplished skateboarders or woodworkers themselves).

Ridgeway, who has managed several skateboarding companies, said he hopes
to get his home school system in Huntington as well as other area schools, to be
some of the first to sign up for the unigque program.

Bob Martin, director for the community centers in Huntington, said it's a great
honor to have back one of Huntington's own who has made such a mark in the
skating world.

Already, he said that Ridgeway, who has been home part of the summer visiting
his family, has helped consult with program director Chris Hillen at Fairfield East,
on some of the different options for the skatepark at the community center.

The center was awarded an $83,000 grant earlier this year to put in a skatepark
at the center.

"He's really keen about coming back and helping the skateboarding scene in
West Virginia and to help us keep up with the national scene," Martin said.
"We're getting as many kids as possible to come out and trying to get the whole
neighborhood and as many as we can in the whole Tri-State to get up there and
to enjoy the presentation."

Martin said he hopes today's session will help get even more support for the park
and the skate scene here.

"This is just part of our on-going efforts to get that skatepark ball rolling," Martin
said. "The good thing about it is he's not only a guy that rides but he's informed
about the whole West Coast scene where it is going full bore. We're just trying to
catch up, and we're trying to get the most info to make the best decisions about
the skatepark. We want to make it not only as safe as possible, but as fun as

possible."

Submitted photo

Huntington native Bryan Ridgeway Is the managing director
for the national non-profit organization CreateAskate.
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Kids learn how to create and build their own skateboard decks

By Dave Lavender
The Herald-Dispatch

HUNTINGTON - Back in the 70s, Bryan Ridgeway
was in seventh grade and out playing basketball
when he saw someone skateboarding.

STORYCHAT COO
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It's been all downhill, and then, back up the other view to this story

side of the half-pipe ever since.

He was mesmerized, threw himself head-long into
the brand-new, then-outsider sport and the rest is
skateboarding history.

ADVERTISEMENT

Ridgeway, who's been involved with every aspect
of professional skateboarding for more than

25 years and is now living in California, was back
home Friday doing a CreateAskate workshop at
Fairfield East Community Center, which is home
to a soon-to-be-built skatepark.

RAMEYwESTEP
| MovEes |

A room jammed with about 40 kids got to see first-
hand how skateboards are made as Ridgeway and
his dad let the kids sand the seven maple veneer
layers that were then glued and pressed into a
mold to make the deck.
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And they got to see a cool video in which
Ridgeway's partner in CreateAskate, Paul
Schmidt, who is considered by many within the
billion-dollar skateboard industry to be the
"Godfather" of modermn-day skateboard deck
manufacturing, explain how skateboards are
crafted.
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Schmitt would know.

His companies still make more than 4,000
skateboards a day; 200 per hour; nearly three per
minute and in 2005 reached the milestone of
producing its 10 millionth skateboard.
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Ridgeway, a good friend of many of the main pro
skateboarders and industry leaders, said he
wanted to share his love with the kids back home.

"It's just such a great, progressive sport,"
Ridgeway said. "There's now more than

12 million skateboarders in the U.5. and another 4
million around the world in just about every
country. | think it's unparalleled because you can
just dream up a move in your room, step outside
your house and try it. That's an incredible feeling."

Paul Taylor, 12, of Huntington, said it was cool how it was all pressed together to
give it that shape.

"I thought all they did was just cut it out of wood," Taylor said. "Now, | want one
of those."

Around for the past year and a half, CreateAskate is being introduced around the
country giving mostly junior high and high school kids a chance to create their
own personal skateboard deck using an intemet-based curriculum provided
through the CreateAskate.org program.

The non-profit CreateAskate program has been developed as a hands-on
experience to demonstrate how a skateboard has applications for mathematics,
science, language skills, and design and engineering opportunities, all wrapped
into a cooperative learning experience.

MNormally, the program could occupy five to 10 days of classroom time when
presented for 40-80 minutes each day. The entire curriculum is easily adapted to
a teacher's individual schedule and ability (No, teachers do not need to be
accomplished skateboarders or woodworkers themselves).

Charlie Blac, a Marshall University student who works at A.D. Lewis Community
Center, brought a number of kids who were fascinated by the afternocon
workshop.

"The fact that he's coming back to help us when he doesn't have to come back,
that says a lot about him," Blac said. "I know that a lot of these kids have never
touched a skateboard before."

There were also a number of Huntington's skateboarders there including Evan
Tolley, 15, and Megan Longfellow, 14.

Tolley's dad, Dave, used to skate often with Ridgeway at the old Falcon
skatepark in Huntington back in the day.

"Now | want to go skate with him," Evan said as Ridgeway's workshop was
ending.

Chris Harris/The Herald-Dispatch

From left, Deon Jackson, John Brown, and Jeffrey Howard
look over the detalls of an uncut skateboard during a

demonstration from Bryan Ridgeway of CreateAskate at the
Fairfield East Community Center on Thursday, August 23,

2007.
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